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In early 2020, I had just returned home

from a seven-month deployment as an

Air Force Chaplain. Our family began

the social distancing lockdowns

extremely grateful to be together and

to make up for lost time. As the months

went on and the chapel on base

remained closed, the Lord laid it on the

hearts of several people, myself

included, that we could safely have a

worship gathering outdoors on Sunday

morning when I was available to

preach. A dear friend, Rosemary

Henderson, graciously offered her side

yard as the meeting spot, and on June

21, 2020, about thirty of us met to

worship the living God in her beautiful

garden overlooking Tampa Bay. 

Emails were sent and phone calls were

made to invite people to our gathering.

We emphasized that we were not

starting a church, but just meeting

temporarily during COVID. During the

first few weeks, we sang a cappella,

and then, a regular attender offered to

accompany on his guitar. As the

summer came to a close, there

remained a core group of believers that

had no desire to disperse. They wished

to continue together as a permanent

outpost of Christ's church.
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We petitioned the OPC's Presbytery of

the South to be an official church plant.

That petition was accepted in April

2021.

My family was scheduled to move to

Yokota AB, Japan, in the summer of

2021. As we made preparations for this

move, the Side Yard Fellowship's

overseeing session asked if I would

consider accepting a call to plant this

church. I had never considered myself a

church planter! And yet God had placed

this group of believers on my heart, and

for some reason they wanted me to

stay. I accepted the call and will be

released from active duty this June,

moving into the Air Force Reserves.

After a few meetings, we settled on our

new name: Bay Haven Presbyterian

Church. Our group has gathered every

Sunday, with only a few exceptions due

to weather. We continue to have

visitors almost every week, and the

Lord is growing our membership. We

have a vibrant Sunday school class for

both adults and children, Sunday

evening instruction on the Westminster

Confession of Faith and prayer time, a

men's study, a women's study, a Bible

study in nearby St. Petersburg, Florida,

and an outreach to the homeless.

Pray for this gathering—that the Lord

would protect us and guide us forward,

and that we would be used for his glory.
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The Side Yard Fellowship, 2020 
Amidst the difficult circumstances
brought to us by the pandemic, the
Holy Spirit was on the move building
the Lord's church.

ADAPTED FROM A NEW HORIZONS
ARTICLE BY REV. DAN HALLEY

This is John Shaw reporting the March 30, 2022, edition of Home Missions Today. God is using your prayers to develop the

ministries of Orthodox Presbyterian mission works across North America.

 

DATYON, OHIO — Tyler & Natalie Detrick
The Lord has guided our church to the point of particularization! We look forward to becoming a new and separate congregation

of the regional church on April 8th. Light of the Nations OPC has received five new members since our last HMT update. In addition

to launching a new website, we also anticipate a harp concert outreach this spring, several opportunities for evangelism

downtown this summer, and the beginning of a new sermon series in Daniel this fall. Regarding our Quran/Bible program, we were

able to transition from Zoom meetings to in-person discussions. With half a dozen men in attendance from each group, we made

important strides in our efforts to befriend and discuss our faith with these Turkish gentlemen. They were kind enough to roast

lamb kebabs for us! Please pray for continued success for our ESL ministry, and that we would be effective in reaching Spanish-

speakers who are starting to come to worship with us. Pray also for stability for our work in this upcoming season of change. 

FARMINGTON, MAINE — Micah & Eileen Bickford
Pastor Micah Bickford writes, "God has been faithful during a season of change and transition as families have moved and new

visitors have come. We are currently planning a new members class. In April I have an opportunity to speak at InterVarsity

Fellowship at the University of Maine campus in Farmington." Bickford serves Grace Reformed Presbyterian Church, which started

in 2013 as a Bible study. Please pray for God to grow and strengthen this church plant!

WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA — Calvin & Connie Keller
Pastor Calvin Keller of Harvest OPC writes, "Give thanks our church is building a culture of evangelism. One member has begun a

Bible study for friends and co-workers. They are working through J. I. Packer’s Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God. Several of

our young people attend.; they have been encouraging one another in their witness for Christ. We have had one person attend

Harvest from this study. As the weather is warming up, we are scheduling several "Church in the Park" events. We will have a

church picnic and invite others to join us with devotions and discussion afterward. The last time we did this, several people visited

our church. Also, give thanks for two engaged couples who plan to be married this summer. Pray for counseling needs in our

congregation. Finally, give thanks for a good meeting between our Building Committee and a United Methodist Church that is

considering a use-agreement with us. Pray that if this is the Lord's will, he will open the door for us to use this building, which

would serve our needs wonderfully."

WACO, TEXAS — Miller & Stephanie Ansell
Trinity Presbyterian Church in sunny central Texas has had a number of new members join since its last HMT update. The church

has also witnessed several infant baptisms and one adult baptism! Pastor Miller Ansell writes, "The congregation continues to

unite through fellowship meals, game nights, book clubs, and hospitality. Our ladies fellowship is growing. We've also started a

second round of officer training. This spring we're looking forward to public hymns sings, street preaching, and men's fellowship."

When asked about recent evangelism efforts, Ansell shared, "A member and I recently attended a lecture on 'Grieving in Death.' As

we spoke to folks, we were able to pray with them and encourage them in the faith." Pray for God's blessing on Trinity's mens

fellowship and church officer training. Pray as well for continued unity and outreach.
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Look for the next Home Missions Today on Wednesday, April 13, 2022.

Subscribe on CHMCE.org or using the QR code on this newsletter's front page.
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Brad & Cinnamon
PEPPO | Ohio

Mark & Peggy
SUMPTER | Southwest

Dave & Elizabeth
HOLMLUND | Philadelphia

Mike & Elizabeth
DIERCKS | Ohio

Chris & Megan
HARTSHORN | Southern CA

Lacy & Debbie
ANDREWS | Southeast

Dave & Wendy
CHILTON | South

Bruce & Sue
HOLLISTER | Midwest, WI & MN  

Charles & Margaret
BIGGS | Mid-Atlantic

Mark & Lorie
WHEAT
Sugar Land, TX

Carl & Stacey
MILLER
New Braunfels, TX

Miller & Stephanie
ANSELL
Waco, TX

AJ & Chelsea
MILLSAPS
Maryville, TN

Ethan & Catherine
BOLYARD
Wilmington, NC

Paul & Sarah
MOURREALE
West Plains, MO

Nathan & Katie
PASCHALL
Naples, FL

Bradney & Eileen
LOPEZ
Guayama, PR

Jay & Andrea
BENNETT
Neon, KY

Kevin & Rachel
MEDCALF
Cumming, GA

John Paul & Corinne
HOLLOWAY
Manassas, VA

Melaku & Meron
TAMIRAT
Clarkston, GA

Ron & Carol
BEABOUT
McAlisterville, PA

Chris
BYRD
Westfield, NJ

Micah & Eileen
BICKFORD
Farmington, ME

Tyler & Natalie
DETRICK
Dayton, OH

Bill & Margaret
SHISHKO
Deer Park, NY

Markus & Sharon
JEROMIN
Battle Creek, MI

John & Katie
TERRELL
Moline, MI

Chris & Sara
DREW
Grand Forks, ND

Caleb & Erika
SMITH
Thousand Oaks, CA

Isaac & Esther
ZHOU
Pasadena, CA

Matt & Lois
COTTA
Pasadena, CA

Jason & Caitlin
VARTANIAN
San Marcos, CA

Andrew & Rebekah
CANAVAN
Corona, CA

Jeremy & Gwen
BAKER
Yuma, AZ

Michael & Naomi
SCHOUT
Zeeland, MI

James & Dana
STAFFORD
Columbus, OH

Calvin & Connie
KELLER
Winston-Salem, NC

Dan & Stacy
HALLEY
Tampa, FL


