
Dr. Eric Watkins, pastor of Harvest OPC

in San Marcos, CA, and member of the

Committee on Home Missions, has

written several gospel tracts for OP

congregations and church plants.

Watkins brings a wealth of experience

to this project. Together, he and

General Secretary John Shaw teach a

class on "Reformed Evangelism" for

the OPC's Ministerial Training Institute.

Watkins has planted two churches for

the OPC, and he serves as the Director

of the Center for Missions and

Evangelism at Mid-America Reformed

Seminary. Watkins himself grew up in a

non-Christian household. He came to

know the Lord when he was twenty-

one years old, after he had finished

following the Grateful Dead across the

country. In God's providence, his older

sister gave him a Bible at the tail end of

his rock music pilgrimage. Introduced,

to the person of Jesus Christ presented

in God's Word,  Watkins was convicted

of his sin and misery, and he turned to

God for grace and salvation. 

Church plants use CCE's pamphlets

and tracts in a variety of ways. Yuma

OPC in Yuma, AZ, is working on an

outreach and evangelism supply

station for its members, outfitted with

CHMCE Gospel Tracts for
Reformed Evangelism

HOME MISSIONS
D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1

flyers, tracts, books, cards, and Bibles.

Harvest OPC in Winston-Salem, NC,

manned a literature table at the

Carolina Classics Fair in October. This

year's fair saw 180,000 attendees over

the course of ten days, and

representatives of Harvest OPC were

ready to greet them and invite them to

worship on Sunday. Ron Beabout,

pastor of  Grace and Truth OPC in

McAlisterville, PA, has used What is

Truth? to invite indidivual contacts to

worship. In Grand Forks, ND, Pastor

Christopher Drew set up a basket of

tracts inside Grand Cities Mall, where

Faith Presbyterian Church, a presbytery

mission work, currently meets for

worship.

CHMCE's manual, Planting an Orthodox

Presbyterian Church, emphasizes

outreach. It reads, "With the

unchurched you do not have deep

theological discussions to win them

over. With these you talk about basic

truth and ultimate issues. Do you

believe God can change their hearts?

Can He call an unbeliever tomorrow

afternoon from darkness into light? Yes,

He can!" (60). Each of Watkins's tracts

closes by inviting  its reader to visit the

local Orthodox Presbyterian church

"stickered" on the tract's back page.

Stickers, which are included in the cost

of the tract, can be personalized with a

church's address, contact information,

website, or service times. 

GET CONNECTED 

Chmce.org

Facebook.com/OPC
HomeMissions

Outwardopc.com

The Orthodox
Presbyterian Church
607 N. Easton Rd.,
Bldg. E
Willow Grove, PA
19090-2539

215-830-0900

O F  T H E  O R T H O D O X  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H

This publication flows naturally from a
longstanding CHMCE practice: covering the cost of
CCE materials for church plants. When a plant
begins to receive denominational support, it also
receives in the mail a packet of the OPC's trifold
"Christ Proclaims a Better Way," as well as other
titles from the CCE online bookstore that the plant
may find helpful." 
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Look for the next edition of Home Missions Today on Wednesday, January 5, 2022. Check our website, www.chmce.org and 
facebook page, facebook.com/opchomemissions/ for the latest news on home missions.  

To receive an email copy of Home Missions Today, send your request to HomeMissionsToday@opc.org.

DAYTON, OHIO — Tyler and Natalie Detrick 
God has answered our prayers for a fruit-bearing ESL ministry! We have a growing number of regular 
attenders who are hearing the gospel each week as they learn English. Some families are beginning to 
worship at our church. God has also blessed us with new members. We have added around ten new 
members since our last report, and we are looking forward to an upcoming congregational meeting in 
which we will consider next steps for our church plant. We are also looking forward to keeping up with 
our present ministries. It is exciting to consider how God might grow our ESL ministry in the upcoming 
season and how he will use the relationships with our Muslim friends which seem to be deepening. 
Finally, my family now lives across the street from the church, and we are eager to deepen our relationship with 
neighbors and to see them visit the church. Please pray for effectiveness in these ministries! 

This is Al Tricarico reporting the December 22, 2021, edition of Home Missions Today. God is using your prayers to develop the 
ministries of Orthodox Presbyterian mission works across North America. 

WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA — Calvin and Connie Keller 
Harvest OPC gives thanks for its men’s leadership class, which has been a time of fellowship and 
growth in the knowledge and love of God. Pastor Keller and his wife give thanks for twenty-five 
neighbors who came to their annual Christmas open house—they made four new contacts and two 
people asked for information about the church. Pray for Harvest’s “Church in the Park” outreach 
picnics, planned for the spring and summer, as well as evangelism training in preparation for going to 
the Boardwalk Chapel. Finally, please continue to pray for a new meeting place and the possibility of a 

building-share with a United Methodist church.  

The Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension 

Home Missions Today

WACO, TEXAS — Miller and Stephanie Ansell 
What makes Waco, Texas, a city ripe for ministry? For one, Waco is home to Baylor University, the 
oldest university in Texas, and the world’s largest, private Baptist university. Rev. Ansell reports, 
“Through evangelism we had a graduate student profess faith for the first time. He should be 
baptized in early January! We continue to grow through more children, many visitors, and 
evangelism. God has provided financially. And there is more and more unity in the body.” Trinity 
Presbyterian Church anticipates eleven new members joining the church’s rolls in the next few 
weeks. Praise the Lord! Trinity will have its first yearly congregational meeting this winter. In the summer, the 
congregation looks forward to science camp. Regarding prayer, Ansell asks, “Pray for our parents with young children, 
that we wouldn't shy away from talking about Jesus.” 

PASADENA, CALIFORNIA — Matt and Lois Cotta 
The Lord has been providing above and beyond all for which we asked and hoped. Our attendance 
numbers for our morning worship service have been averaging in the mid/upper 50s for the past couple 
of months. We have several regular attendees preparing for membership and we are looking forward to 
receiving seven new members (four communicant) in January. For the past few months, financial giving 
has exceeded our approved budget. And our church-planting intern, Mingzhe “Isaac” Zhou, and his 
family have been a true blessing to our congregation since coming out here in July. We are excited to see 

how the Lord will use them in the future, especially among Chinese-speaking people in the region. Isaac has launched a 
Chinese-language Bible study that meets in his home. Both Isaac and I regularly invite people we meet to come to church 
and to the church’s Bible studies. Please pray for Isaac as he prepares for licensure, and for the men in the congregation 
who are being trained for the offices of elder and deacon. 
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